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trusts, innocent occupation of the improvement of his grounds 
after the mode of horticulture, calculated more to please the 
eye, than to result in the acquirement of what the world gen- 
erally deems the more substantial goods of life. 



COERESPONDENCB OP JAMES McHENRY. 
Office of the Libbabian, The Enoch Pbatt Fbbe Libkary, 

Baltimore, Md., August 5, 1904. 
Dear Pbesidest Ttleb: Among the correspondence of James Mc- 
Henry I found the enclosed three letters, which I thought might be 
found suitable for the columns of the Wiixiam and Mary College 
Quarterly, and so I enclose them herewith. If you print them, please 
be so good as to send me a few copies of the number containing them. 

The letter from Reddick is an interesting specimen of the printed 
news-letters sometimes sent in former days by legislators to their con- 
stituents. Reddick's letter is the one referred to by Parker as enclosed. 
Yours sincerely, Bernard C. Stbiner. 

If you can't use the letters, please return them. You will remember 
McHenry was Secretary of War under Adams. I am writing his life, 
and should be glad to have that fact mentioned. 

From Johx Steele. 
Sir, 

The agreeable acquaintance I had the pleasure of forming with 
you at the Springs and the free communication of sentiment, 
which then took place between us, has induced me to take the 
liberty of sending to you the enclosed copy of an order of Council, 
which has since been revoked, by direction of the President of 
the United States, communicated by the Secretary of State, in 
his letter of the 6th of February to Grovernor Brooke. 

You will find that my dissent to the advice, is expressed in 
general terms, intended to comprehend the substance of the ob- 
servations I had made in the discussion of the subject, for the 
purpose of obtaining a postponement of the question, until the 
decision of the President of the United States could be known. 

That you may the better understand my ideas, I will if you 
please mention a few of the leading principles by which I was 
governed, and which are as follows: 

The general Gfovemment having been exclusively vested, with 
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the power of negociating with foreign Nations — it rests with 
that power, to decide on all cases here, which effect, or which 
would be likely to bring into contest, the rights of foreign Na- 
tions. 

The Government having determined to observe a Neutral Con- 
duct towards certain powers at war prescribed to itself certain 
rules, which rules were communicated by Mr. Jefferson to the 
Ministers of the Nations immediately concerned; and in his 
letter to Mr. Genet of the 15th of May, 1793, informed him that 
they should be observed as a "rule of conduct in future." To 
these Mr. Genet did unequivocally consent. So far, then, as the 
rule extended, was the Governor of this State authorized to act, 
under the instructions of the President of the United States com- 
municated by the Secretary at War to Governor Lee in his letter 
of the 23d of May and 4th of August, 1793. To go farther, and 
at his discretion, make decisions on new cases (of which this 
was said to be one) would be most likely to produce a want of 
uniformity of conduct towards foreign powers, and possibly 
thereby endanger the peace and dignity of the Government. 
Even admitting the construction given the 28th article of the 
Treaty with France (as mentioned in Governor Brooke's letter 
of the 29th Jany to the secretary of state) there was no mode 
pointed out, no law declaring that it shall be the duty of certain 
officers to interpose for the purpose of preventing the embarka- 
tion of such articles, or preventing the sailing of vessels on 
Board of which they may have been embarked. And if the 
Congress had omitted to legislate on the subject, the Executive 
of a particular state, could have no power, by any act of theirs, 
to remedy the opinion. 

I was farther of opinion that vessels which had complied with 
all the requisites of the Law and had obtained clearances, and 
passports, according to law (which was the case with those al- 
luded to in the advice) could not be stopped, without a violation 
of that law. And no power within the United States could do it, 
unless such vessels came within the purview of the Act of June, 
1794, and it was not contended that it did. 

These observations, however, had not forced enough to obtain, 
that which the sequel proved ought to have been obtained. 

I am in some measure known to Col. Pickering, for whom I 
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have long entertained a very high respect; and will thank you to 
mention to him, my having di&sented to the advice. 

You will please to pardon the trouble I have given you, with so 
lengthy a private communication, which only concerns myself, 
while I express the very great respect with which I am 
Sir, Your very humble servant, 

John Steele. 
27 March, 1796, Eichmond. 

James McHenry, Esquire, Secretary at War, Philadelphia. 
(Copy of the order of Council enclosed.) 

In Council, Jany. 29th, 1796. 
The Governor submitted to the consideration of the Board 
the letters of the Vice Consul of the French Eepublic resident 
at Norfolk, remonstrating against the shipment of horses in 
American Vegisels destined to the West Indies, for and on account 
of the British Government, as a Breach of the Treaty of Amity 
and Commerce between the United States of America, and the 
Eepublic of France, as well as a violation of our Neutrality — 
Submitting, at the same time, Copies of certain communications 
which had passed on the subject between the Vice Consul of the 
French Eepublic the British Consul and the Commandants of 
the Militia of the County and Burough of Norfolk. And calling 
the attention of the Board to the Powers Delegated to him in his 
character of Commander in chief of the Militia, by the President 
of the United States, in a letter from Secretary of War, dated 
7th August, 1793. The Board after maturely deliberating on 
the subject referred to their consideration — adviced that orders 
be immediately forwarded to the Commandants of the Militia of 
York, Elizabeth City and Norfolk, to take effectual measures for 
preventing the aforesaid shipments, as well as the departure of 
vessels on Board of which any of the said horses may have em- 
barked until further orders — And that the Governor transmit 
to the President of the United States through the Secretary of 
State Copies of the several Communications, make known to 
him the motives which induced the Executive of Virginia to pur- 
sue the Measures adopted by them, merely tending to suspend 
the embarkation until the President of the United States shall 
finally take order therein. And which they considered as essen- 
tial to the happiness of the United States. 
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I dissent to the (above advice) Because I conceive it to be out 
of the sphere prescribed to me by the Law and the Constitution. 
(Signed) John Steele. 

Extract from the Journal. 
Attest : A Blair. 

From Josiah Eeddick. 

Eichmond, January 25, 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

I with pleasure resume my pen, to give j'ou some information 
relative to the transactions of the Legislature in Virginia, during 
the present session. 

The first subject of consequence that drew the attention of the 
House was, sundry resolutions expressive of our disapprobation 
to the Alien and Sedition laws. These resolutions were adopted 
by a large majority. 

Other resolutions were also adopted, declaring our willingness 
to co-operate with the authorities of the United States in main- 
taining the independence, union, and constitution thereof, 
against the hostilities or intrigues of all foreign powers whatever. 

For further information on the subject of these resolutions, 
I must refer you to the inclosed papers. We have altered the 
time of holding elections for Congress and the State Legislature, 
to the fourth Wednesday in April next. I am isorry to inform 
you, that it was found absolutely necessary to increase the taxes 
for the year 1798, 25 percentum on lands, negroes, lots and 
horses; and 100 pereentum on stud horses; a tax of 50 cents on 
all writs or subpoenas in chancery is also imposed. 

The memorial of the baptist general committee has passed, 
and a law in conformity to that has also passed. The militia 
law has been amended; the amendments are unimportant. 

The execution law has also been amended ; those amendments 
are also unimportant. 

We have thought proper to address the good people of this 
commonwealth on the subject of the resolutions, declaring the 
Alien and Sedition laws unconstitutional. You will find in that 
address our reasons stated at large for adopting those resolutions. 

We have passed a resolution directing the executive to cause 
to be printed, five thousand copies of the constitution of the 
United States, the Alien and Sedition acts, the declaration of 



106 William and Maey College Quarterly. 

independence, the resolutions passed this session, and the address 
to the people. The object of publishing these papers is to give 
the people all the information in our power, wliich is certainly 
necessary in a republican government. 

Considering it at all times my duty to give every information 
I can to the people whom I represent, I think it more essentially 
at this alarming crisis of affairs. The genl. government seems 
determined on establishing standing armies and navys amongst 
us, although they aclcnowledge there is no fear of a war with 
France, and every acct. from thence breathes peace & friendship 
to the United States. The secretary of the navy has reported 
that it is necessary in order to keep the union together— to 
augment the navy to 13 ships of the line & a number of frigates 
& smaller vessels, and the land army to 50,000 men. If no 
danger of a war with Prance, why this amaising armament to 
involve our country with debt & taxes. In my opinion it is to 
destroy our republican form of government and to raise up a 
limited monarchy. I have seen an estimate of the annual ex- 
penses of the small navy and army we already have, and it 
amounts to between five & six millions of dollars, and if the 
present measures reported be adopted, and the navy and army 
increased our annual expenses of the government will be little 
short of twenty million of dollars, a sum too great for the people 
Tto bare at this early period of their governt. and must create 
Tieavy and oppressive taxes. What then may be the event I am 
not able to foretell, but I wish it may not create civil discord & 
revolution amongst us, and set us to cutting one another's throats 
for there is a set of people amongst us that are office hunters, and 
«o tliat they can get a good fat place under the government they 
do not care how much the people are oppressed, as they are to 
share part of the earnings of the sweat of the people's brows. 
Those things make it highly necessary for the friends of the peo- 
ple to unite, in displacing from ofiBce those who have violated the 
trust reposed in them by the people, the part our representative 
in congress have acted is highly reproachable, and I hope the 
people will unite in turning him out, and electing another, & try 
what he will do for us — a change of men may bring about a 
change of measures which may prove our salvation. I am, sir, 
Your obt. sevt., Josiah Reddick. 

Sent to Zack Copeland. 
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From Hon. Josiah Parker. 

Norfolk, Virga., 39tli April, 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

I have tlie pleasure to answer your letter as the Eepresentative 
of Norfolk, &c., having a majority of 259 votes in this district, 
in every county of which I had a majority. 

You will see by the enclosed the vile & dirty means practiced 
against me, but I have pleasure in telling you that the reptile 
who wrote the enclosed lost his election for th« County of Nanse- 
mond & in his room a friend to his County elected. 

Be pleased to present my best respects to the good president & 
believe me in truth & respect, J. Parker. 

The Honble James McHenry. 

Lt. Saunders will call on you in a few days. I request your 
attention to him as an officer & a gentleman. 



LETTEES OF WILLIAM T. BARRY. 

[Extracts from letters of William Taylor Barry never before pub- 
lished. Communicated through Miss Kate Mason Rowland, by permis- 
sion of the owner, John Barry Taylor, Newport, Ky., 1904.] 

William Taylor Barry was born the 15th of February, 1784, in 
Lunenburg county, Va. ; came to Kentucky in 1796; commenced his 
classical education at Woodford Academy; graduated at the Transyl- 
vania University with high reputation as a scholar; entered upon the 
study of law with the Hon. James Brown, former Minister to France, 
and completed his legal education at William and Mary College, in his 
native State. His public career as Congressman, Senator, aide-de-camp 
to Governor Shelby in the War of 1812, Lieutenant-Governor of Ken- 
tucky, Postmaster-General under Jackson, and finally his appointment 
as Minister to Spain, and his death in Liverpool, in 1835, sum up 
briefly the chief events in the life of this eminent Kentucky statesman. 

The Louisiana Purchase. 

Jessamine County [Kentucky], May 9th, 1803. 
Dear Brother, 

. . . The subject of New Orleans has been much canvassed 
in this State, and indeed throughout the IT. States. The pos- 
session of that Port by any other than oiirselves must be, in my 
opinion, prejudicial to our commercial interests; but, if it 



